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Le Conversazioni 2015

Joyce Carol Oates and Stephen Sondheim talk to Antonio Monda about films that have impacted them.

by Anne-Katrin Tize
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Following his fall 2014 Le Conversazioni with Zadie Smith (White Teeth) and Patrick McGrath (Asylum
and Spicer), Antonio Monda invited Joyce Carol Oates and Stephen Sondheim to discuss fims t
influenced thei Ives and

Henry Hathaway's Niagara, Francis Ford Coppola's The Conversation, Martin Scorsese's Raging Bull
and The

T e
tephen Sondher

Marilyn Monroe, Dustin Holfman, Katharine Hepburn, Jean
Arthur, Walk Dot Run with Cary Gr

e woven miraculously into the evening.
St lps foureach, lus one rom thenewly appines Rome
Fim Festival Artistc Director at the end, accompanied th
Solc-outSpring 2015 Ls Comierszion o May 7 a th Morgan
Ubrary & Museum in New York.

Le Conversazioni and Rome Film Here are the biow by biow, round by round accounts on the.
Festival Artistic Director Antonio f1ms they chose.
‘Monda Photo: Anne-Katrin Ttz
onda Poto: Amne-Karin Tize o

It was 2 movie that brought her from one level of fame to another. Once she got to that level she
I back.” The clip chosen by Joyce Carol Oates has Mariyn Monroe climb up the ball tower,
She is 50 beautiful and has the sense of nfantile sexuallty and 's very
who is deatn.”
. "She was very suicidal. She had a number of miscarriages.

She saw her as "a very fine actress". Sondheim disagreed. "No," he
e

e expl. a
personaity acting, nstead of the character” He continued to compare stars from the Thirtes and
Forties with post-war actors: "Many stars from the Thirties and Forties could act. But - think about
Katharine Hepburn - she Is 2lways Hepbur.” Dustin Hoffman, on the other hand, he saw In two plays
in New York with not much time In-between and "the second £me 1 did not recognise him.

The More the Merrier (1943)

I think he made the best movie In every genre, except one -

uised under her morning face mask, athough she.
thinks "Jean Arthur is wonderful”

The Conversation (1974)

Coppolasfm s 2 new reevnce tday it "o people

g P Marilyn
v Gana Hackroan dmarting i aparmen liagara: "It was a

o Some o e heaher v o Gowrs an  vle o i tage marager
Jease turn on vour colpnane.” About hafway thvoudh the pla he characters,
teling people n the audience their names, their addresses, their bank accounts -
whole audience has baen spied on.”
Character (1997)

e uich 1 wen th Frsn Language Oscarand Sondhel oves that s “ickensta” and
e best

‘Sondner
i i thesee i promptod Honds 3k St e ek movi le tephen ver o 3.

First movies seen in a cinema;

*1 was seven years old. Snow White And The Seven Duarfs.

‘Stephen Sondheim in
mmmwm Phoo: A aorin
d many years. Meryl Streep's performance in Rob
Marshalls Into The Woods gives credit to that firt impression.

Hated or overrated movies:

A¢ midpoit radiional Mongslsneart of darkness - o snse f mischiet - comes outwith  auestion
eat fim,” that everybody lse loves, a classic s preferred, And
reatet fims ever made for

" folowed nim
o He went o the New Yok PubHc Lirary.” Joycs Crol Gates s vertigo
Very nterestng b “overated a0,

ineim has a second answer “This one, 1 wish I liked.” He
realy ke the diecto; hs sen 1 severa times and st cant
get nto t. It turns out 10 be the fim 1 presented two day:
Sarier st the Alance Francaise n their Hauta Coutre on Fim
m - Jean Renoir's The Rules Of The Game. ' don't think
Re verrated. 1 understand iy people ke . Twant o, bt
just can't get nto the rhyth.

Gates, on the other hand, could not come up with a fim that

on we had over lunch at the.
Eeplorers Cio os ol o J Micoael McDonagh and the cst of s im Cavary. Trggered by the
polar be
ttoan
Risbon 25 on examle. Ve told oo Honds of this 75 t s uranowered aueston whis aving
the Morgan Library.

Raging Bull (1980)

ates, who herself wrote on boxing, has seen the fim many times. "ILs such a fascinating fim.
Eveyihingabout 1 nd Justrivetn.” She ke about e conversans it Harin Scorsese ond

i the movie.
The cip of the baxing match 5 not reaisc at al” a5 the ant would have been stopped ad  been
like that in realty. Scorsese places the camera in the ring, not with the audience, so the effect s
*hallucinatory and surreal," almost like a baliet.

The Contract (1980)

‘Sondheim explained that the audience could not understar

what's going on, It Just a shot of an animal.” Zanussi's movie

funny and I's upsetting and surprising. It's Chekhov.
Rasing Bul: "halluinatory and

Zems, o you sy st it Lot Shek? A NG e, e 5 Ayl T wos 50 prosd
of my

On the Waterfront (1954)

ates began with an icon and her st clip was of one as well, Marlon Brando. Corrupt labor unions, 3
1o, Monda said, hesitated to accept the part until
 Kazan. Oates comments about Brando’s
inat he o ot of thet youtt rodiance i ater year. Soncheim complmen
Tt is less known. Monda asks
Which they worked
e coor-coordinated sneakers of

already done that n the 19205 and 5o & moved up and crosstown and at First was ttled Gangway!
“West Side Story was the working tte.

‘Shadow of a Doubt -
Doubt (1943) \L 11

Sondneim “know{s] this film shat by shot. If T wanted to direct

On The Waterfront: "youthful
radiance.”

Hcockflnshe i ks vry muc, Unce CharleandrecsCraies bond s sabtd i o
shts showing them g on ther espective beds i the dayime, te Nerry Widow Wtz

raugh the a. And we camefl e wih Josah Caton, i anher, o him i

Viai a6 in Nigara, whih started te evening

Since neither of the quests selected an Italian movie, Antorio Monda closes with a cip of Claudia
Cardinale bewitching Alain Delon and Burt Lancaster i Viscontr's The Leopard, and with a quote by
Lampedusa abaut the invincibilty of 2 woman sure of her be

In 2013, Marina Abramovic and Daniel Leskind plus Julie Taymor and Jeffey Eugenides and in 2014,
Isabella Rossellni and Salman Rushie also joined Antonio Monda in Le Conversazioni at the Morgan

Le Conversazioni 2015 conciudes In New York with Jumpa Lahiri and David Remick on December 3.
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